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Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

City Council 
Monday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Share your thoughts, insights and 
opinions with your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: 
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

City appoints interim city manager 
By Pippa Fisher

As the search continues for a 
new city manager following 

the resignation of City Manager 
Steven Falk effective at the end 
of this year, the city has appointed 
longtime staff member Niroop 
Srivatsa as interim manager. The 
council anticipates its search for 
a permanent city manager will be 
completed by spring.

 The city council voted for the 
appointment at the Dec. 10 meet-
ing. Srivatsa has over 30 years of 
local government experience with 
24 of them in Lafayette. She has 
served as the city’s director of plan-
ning and building services for the 
past 17 years during which time 
she has led city staff and advised 
the council and planning commis-
sion on land use policy, strategic 
growth initiatives and housing and 
economic development matters.
 Srivatsa has acted as incident 
commander during emergency op-
erations drills and has held leader-
ship roles during real emergencies 
such as the 2000 fl ooding in Lafay-
ette. She has also served as acting 
city manager from time to time 
and is one of the most visible staff 
members, having met with many 
residents over the years on land-use 
projects.
 Srivatsa serves on the League 

of California Cities’ Revenue and 
Taxation Committee, which pro-
vides policy direction on pending 
legislation to the League board and 
advocates for local control. She 
was recently appointed as an alter-
nate commissioner to the Califor-
nia Statewide Communities Devel-
opment Authority, where she will 
review and approve applications 
from more than 500 cities, counties 
and special districts for funding 
community infrastructure, afford-
able housing, and environmental 
projects. 
 Falk, who has held the posi-
tion since 1996, said in a statement 
from the city released Dec. 12, 
“Ms. Srivatsa’s personal work ethic 
can be summarized in three words 
– ‘whatever it takes’ – and her love 
for and dedication to Lafayette and 
its mission to preserve and enhance 
the city’s semirural character is 
pure.

 “She has a rich and unmatched 
understanding of the city’s major 
physical, engineering, and devel-
opment challenges,” added Falk. 
“Ms. Srivatsa will serve ably as the 
city’s interim city manager.”
 Srivatsa has a bachelor’s de-
gree in architecture and town plan-
ning from Madras University in 
Chennai, India. She and her hus-
band, Sanjay, have two sons who 
attended Lafayette schools.
 “I am honored and excited to 
be appointed as the interim manag-
er for a city that I truly love,” said 
Srivatsa.
 “Our community is profoundly 
fortunate to have Niroop working 
for them as interim city manager,” 
said Mayor Cam Burks. “She is an 
outstanding, deeply qualifi ed lead-
er who will play an integral role in 
moving our city forward,” adding, 
“I couldn’t be more pleased with 
the council’s selection.”

Niroop Srivatsa 
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New mayor calls for respectful, civil collaboration as city changes guard
By Pippa Fisher

It was all change at the packed 
Dec. 10 city council meet-

ing – a meeting that recognized 
and celebrated the many years 
of service to the city by outgo-

ing Mayor Don Tatzin and out-
going City Manager Steve Falk, 
along with Council Member Ivor 
Samson, and then installed newly 
elected council members Teresa 

Gerringer and Susan Candell. 
Vice Mayor Cam Burks moved 
to the central chair on the dais 
to assume the role of mayor and 
Council Member Mike Anderson, 

although absent on the evening, 
took over as vice mayor. 
 First up was Tatzin to address 
Falk’s many achievements during 
his 22-year tenure as city manager. 
Falk will be retiring at the end of 
the year. Noting amongst other ac-
complishments Falk’s ability to 
“hire wisely,” Tatzin remarked on 
the low turnover within city staff 
and also remarked on the healthy 
state of the city’s fi nances, the fi xed 
roads, the robust restaurant row, 
the pedestrian-friendly downtown, 
new sidewalks, public art, the new 
library and Veterans’ building and 
described Falk as “visionary.”
 Samson, in his remarks before 
stepping away from the dais, paid 
tribute to Tatzin with whom, he ac-
knowledged, he has had some ve-
hement disagreements and to Falk, 
with whom he has not always 
agreed either, and he spent a while 
addressing the recent election. “Ir-
respective of how you voted,” he 
said, “there is a common sadness 
that our city is divided and needs 
to be brought together again. I 
agree.”
 Referring to “absurd and ir-
responsible comments” on social 
media and “vile and disgusting per-
sonal accusations with no basis or 
accountability,” Samson said that 
he hopes never to see such hatred 
and bigotry in the community again 
and said that he hopes that going 
forward people can recognize that 
ideas sometime clash and that it is 
healthy for democracy.
 Tatzin then made his fi nal re-
marks as mayor and noted that over 
his 33 years on the council, includ-
ing seven stints as mayor, he has 
served with 17 different council 
members. He credited his wife, El-
len Reintjes, for her continued sup-
port. Tatzin talked about a theme 
that he has frequently referenced 
– the virtuous circle of Lafayette, 
saying that people move here for 
good schools and become involved 
for good in the community.
 Burks paid tribute to Tatzin and 
noted that Tatzin always stressed 
the importance of civility, decency, 
respect and collaboration and ex-
pressed his hopes to support that 
legacy within the council.
 As Tatzin and Samson left, 
Candell was sworn in by City Clerk 
Joanne Robbins and Gerringer was 
sworn in by state Sen. Steve Glaz-

er. Both made remarks expressing 
thanks to family and gratitude for 
being able to serve.
 The new mayor’s remarks 
focused heavily on the theme of 
transparency and collaboration, 
overcoming the “fracturing and di-
visiveness” that the community has 
experienced over the past several 
months.  “The foundation of my vi-
sion for 2019 rests on taking action 
that will unify the city, stimulate re-
spectful and civil collaboration and 
strengthen the community,” Burks 
said.
 “It’s imperative that we, as a 
city council, foster an inclusive and 
transparent environment; one that 
prioritizes civility, respect, kind-
ness and openness to everyone’s 
opinion,” Burks said. “Debate and 
alternative views are foundational 
elements of our democratic system. 
We need to affi rm these elements in 
ways that do not alienate our fellow 
neighbor.”
 Burks reaffi rmed that he is ea-
ger to focus on protecting local 
control on land use and develop-
ment from a state legislature that 
he says appears eager to strip these 
fundamental rights.
 He stressed the importance of 
reaffi rming community values and 
committing to a dedicated plan to 
augment transparency in every-
thing the council does. 
 Burks spoke too of an expand-
ed emergency preparedness focus, 
particularly in the area of wildfi re 
preparation.
 Additionally he said he wanted 
to address “development of robust 
senior community inclusion strate-
gies, material relationship growth 
and the execution of holistic objec-
tives in support of our exceptional 
schools, and adoption of innovative 
solutions to bolster our small busi-
ness and commerce environment; 
(these) are all areas that I would 
like to see us pursue.”
 Burks expressed confi dence in 
the two new council members and 
the vice mayor. 
 “These three individuals bring 
extraordinary skill and dedication 
to the city council,” said Burks. 
“Along with a community eager to 
continue the Lafayette tradition of 
public engagement around every 
corner, I believe strongly that we 
are well positioned to have a posi-
tive and successful year ahead.”

Newly elected Lafayette City Council members Susan Candell (left) and Teresa Gerringer (right) join Mayor Cam 

Burks (center) at the Dec. 10 city council meeting. Vice Mayor Mike Anderson did not attend the meeting.
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Back on Track
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NEW YEAR.
.

Wishing You a Beautiful Holiday Season!

LAFAYETTE’S #1 REALTOR FOR 11 STRAIGHT YEARS! 
925.339.1918 | DANAGREENTEAM.COM | LICENSE #: 01482454

I Love My Hometown!
I am grateful and proud to have sold these Lafayette homes.  

Thank you for your trust.

Wishing

LAFAYETTE

Our 2018 Lafayette Sales Statistics

73 Lafayette Transactions Closed

$157 Million in Total Lafayette Sales

More than 4x’s the Sales Volume in  
Lafayette of any other Realtor!

Giving Back 

Lafayette Juniors
Make-A-Wish Foundation

Lafayette Partners in Education
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Lafayette Library & Learning Center


